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Lalemant, Superior at Kebec, since it gives us a more
ample knowledge of the state of that Mission.

Pax Christi.

MY REVEREND FATHER,
After the death of little Jacques Douard, [98]

who was assassinated last year,14 I remember that I
offered to God, as a burnt-offering, the dearest thing
I had in this world. I did this, in the thought which
came to me that there was nothing, however precious
it might be, the annihilation of which we ought not
to delight in, provided that some glory accrued from
the same to God. Among other things which I was
offering to God, as those which I cherished the most
in the world, were the Christians of la Conception,
of whom I had charge, and then the house of Ste.
Marie; the good God has accepted my offering. All
my poor Christians of la Conception, except 3 or 4,
have been killed or taken captive by the Iroquois;
and the house of sainte Marie has been destroyed,
although more quietly than I had persuaded myself
it would be, long before, in my meditations. But the
good Fathers de Brebeuf and Lalemant have offered
to God a much more agreeable sacrifice, non aliena,
non sua, sed seipsos immolando. Precious burnt-offer-
ing of those virtuous Fathers! why can I not continue
you in my person? This will be when God shall
please. We all, as many Fathers as we are here,
have never loved our vocation more, than after hav-
ing seen that it [99] can raise us even to the glory of
martyrdom; there is nothing but my imperfections
which can make me give up my part. Alas, my
Reverend Father, how I need humility and purity
of heart, in order to be able to aspire to the honor


